
 

Update for Residents on Travel and Reading Week 

17/10/20 

 

Dear Resident  
 

Further to the email communication yesterday, and now that the Tier 2 HIGH restrictions are in place for 
Essex, we wanted to clarify the implications on travel and specifically in relation to leaving the campus for 
Reading Week, planned for week commencing 26th October.  Delivery of your course under the new alert 
level remains unchanged at this time and will continue in its blended format of both online and in person 
delivery.  
  
The government has detailed all of the guidance relating to travel here. As frustrating as this may be, this is 
now, in most part, law and you will personally become liable for penalties if you break the restrictions 
imposed for this area. In summary, these are as follows:  
  

• You should to aim to reduce the number of journeys made.  
• You must avoid travelling to any part of the country subject to Tier 3 VERY HIGH level. 
• You must not travel to anywhere in Wales from a Tier 2 HIGH or Tier 3 VERY HIGH level.  
• You can still travel within Tier 2 HIGH areas, but you should only do this with people in your household or 

support bubble. 
• You can travel outside of Tier 2 HIGH alert areas (exceptions as noted above), however you must only do 

this with people in your household or support bubble. 

  
There are also specific guidelines for University students as follows:  
  

• Students must not move backward and forward between permanent home and term time address during 
term time (with some limited exemptions set out in law) 

•         Students living at their university term time address in a HIGH alert level area should follow the same 
guidance on meeting other people and travel as others in that area 

  

‘Reading Week’ is considered ‘term time’ and therefore under the Tier 2 High legislation, you are advised 
NOT to leave the campus and travel home. We realise that this may not be welcome news, however it is 
part of the Tier 2 HIGH alert restrictions now in place. Therefore, we ask that you abide by these to ensure 
that our campus remains safe, and to avoid unnecessary consequences which could result in either 
disciplinary steps being taken against you or police action.  The latest government advice for Essex as a Tier 
2 High category can be found here. We encourage you to visit this site for more information on your 
personal responsibilities.  
 
As you will be aware, over the last few weeks many UK educational institutions have reported rising numbers of 

COVID-19 cases. We would like to thank you for your efforts to minimise the spread of the virus, which has helped to 

ensure that our rate of infection remains very low. Although it may bring feelings of frustration at this difficult time, 

we are one community and by working together, adhering to these restrictions, we will be able to protect each 

other. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-high#travel
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-high


 

We recognise that this is a very challenging time for everyone and you may be feeling lonely, isolated or 
unsettled about the restrictions that we find ourselves under.  Remember, we are here to help and support 
you through these unpredictable times.  If you are concerned about any aspect of the current restrictions 
please contact accommodation@writtle.ac.uk or out of hours make contact with the Residential Student 
Support Team on 07880 557796.  You can also self-refer into the Wellbeing service via their Moodle page 
for Wellbeing support by emailing wellbeing@writtle.ac.uk.  Your Student Union are working hard to develop 
ways they can continue to support and entertain you as a community, please contact them with any ideas 
that you may have. 
 
 

The Leadership Group  
Writtle University College 
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