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Proposed Changes to Term Dates for Semester B 2020/21

That in-person delivery is very unlikely to be resuming towards the end of February, given the
current Covid-19 data and our location in one of the country's 'hot spots'.
Initial student feedback indicated a reluctance to delay the start of semester B by too long; in
general students wish to remain engaged in learning and continuing with their study.
That an early return would very clearly present an increased risk of an outbreak, requiring
further periods of isolation for cohorts of students and staff and thus considerable disruption.
That WUC has a duty of care to students, and to the staff who have worked exceptionally hard
this year to try to ensure continued quality provision. We need to ensure that staff have a break
before next year commences. 
Most importantly, the proposal creates as much certainty as possible in incredibly uncertain
times.

Meetings with senior HE staff on 7/1/21 and an HE Council involving most student reps on
11/1/21 discussed plans for proposed changes to Semester B delivery dates.  For context,
the main considerations were as follows:
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Start of semester delayed from the 18th January to 1st February  2021.
Weeks 1-8 will be delivered online only, taking us up to the start of the Easter break.  
Weeks 9-14 will be delivered on site, making the assumption that we can resume face-to-face delivery by
that point.  
An additional week (Week 8A) of delivery will be timetabled for the w/c 12th April (utilising one of the
planned Easter break weeks).  
8A will be aimed at enhancing student experience via the re-provision of missed practicals/studio sessions
(within the constraints of the relevant resource units).  The whole week will not be practicals for all cohorts,
but staff teams will consider ways to provide as many of the missed practicals as possible during the last 6
weeks of the semester.  Priority will be given to those in the final year of their awards.
Students should therefore return to campus/halls in time for a 12th April start.  If the lockdown was lifted
earlier, residents and commuter students could return sooner with access to campus resources under
Covid-19 risk assessment. 
This means that the end of semester B will be delayed by 2 weeks to Friday 28th May 2021.   
Dates for resit attempts are likely to now be early September (dates to be confirmed)
Graduation for the 2021 cohort will need to be delayed, we will confirm an autumn date as soon as possible.

With thanks to the course representatives, the HE Council meeting was very positive

and the proposals accepted, resulting in the following changes:
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We are conscious that this proposal will not suit everyone, but it represents an acceptable

compromise for most students.  

Details of the timetable for the period after Easter will be released as soon as possible (an outline of the

changes detailed on the next page).  

Course teams will be able to provide more detail in due course, but this will take a little time, so please

be patient.  Some adjustments to delivery and assessment are inevitable, but will be kept to a

minimum.  

Semester B hand-in dates will follow the same weekly pattern (so if a piece of work was due

in during in week 7, it will still be due in week 7), but the UG dissertation/capstone project hand-in date

has been pushed back to May 6th, representing an effective 6 week extension.  This is in recognition of

the constraints on data collection caused by the lockdown in January and February.  PG dissertation

hand-in dates will be communicated in due course via the relevant course managers.

 

There are a few courses (MVetPhys year 4s, MSc and PG Dip Vet Physio) where the delivery dates do not

follow this proposed pattern completely, in these instances, staff will liaise directly with the relevant

cohorts.
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